
Dear Parents and Caregivers,  
 
I can’t believe that we have been back at school for a fortnight now! What an incredible start to 
the new school year we have had - and what a big year it is set to be for us all at St Joseph’s in 
2021.  

We have a number of new staff who have commenced with us this year. We welcome to St 
Joseph’s Katie McAndrew (2 days/wk in 1 Gold), Jessica Arnold (3 Blue), Matt Donegan (4 
Gold), Melinda Schaefer (5 Blue), Kate Clowes (5 Gold) and our very own Speech Pathologist, 
Ashlee Hamilton. One of the very exciting changes we have made from this year is that each 
student now participates in Drama as part of their specialist lessons, so we welcome Storm 
Greenhill-Brown back to St Joseph’s in a greater capacity than we have had previously. Storm 
will work alongside the supremely talented Kathy Bianchi, our Music teacher and Super Coach 
Matt Hogan, our Head of Sport. Kristy Skipper is our Tuckshop Convenor and Michelle Sugden
-Ware runs our Uniform Shop. We also welcome Rachel Moloney back from her year of leave.  

Our St Joseph’s staff for 2021 are as follows: 

February 

8th Parent Night 

9th 
Year 6  Leadership                                      
Commissioning 

11th 
9am Opening School 

Mass 

16th Shrove Tuesday 

17th 
Ash Wednesday                    
9am Liturgy in Hall  

25th 

Social Action Justice       

Commissioning Mass 

9am 

Week Kids Matter Week 

 

Term 1  Week  2,  2021 

 

Office Hours  

Our office is attended  

Monday - Friday  

8.00am  —  4.00pm 

_______________________ 

 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Tuesday 8.15—9.15 am 

Thursday 2.30—3.30 pm 



Our Ipswich Catholic Community Parish Priest is Father Stephen Bliss and he provides pastoral and strategic support, encourag ement and      

guidance for our community. Fr Stephen is assisted by Fr Thomas Zaranski and Fr James O’Donoghue.   Over the next few issues of the        
newsletter, I would like to introduce you to the generous mums and dads who serve on our Parents and Friends Committee and ou r St Joseph’s 

School Board. Each of those bodies is in need of new members to fill various positions so, if you think you have a little tim e to offer, please get in 
contact with me. 

 

As you can see, we are a massive community of people who come together each day, with different talents and gifts, to help su pport all of the 

learners and families of our great school community. This year, Tracy has introduced the theme of Ubuntu to our classrooms. A s Tracy details in 
this newsletter, Ubuntu is a way of life that acknowledge the significant contributions of everyone in a community to ensure that each member 
flourishes. That’s certainly true of schools just like ours. Our staff help our students to grow and to learn, but we rely on  the partnerships we build 

with our families to give each of our learners the greatest chance of success.    

 

2021 is going to be a great year and a very busy one at that. One of our important focus areas for the year is to ensure that , whenever COVID-19 
restrictions allow, we find opportunities to come together to celebrate our community, our people, our history and our future .  

 

As we continue to move into the year, please remember that restrictions and directives are important to keep us all safe and we will abide by these 
for the greater good of our community - even if there are other schools around us that do not. If you are dropping students to c lass in the morning, 

it is very important to limit your time inside our grounds. In the afternoons, I ask that all parents and caregivers refrain from entering our grounds 
until the 2:55pm bell. We all know that our situation can change rapidly and we need to keep doing all we can to avoid haltin g our progress or 
heading back into lockdowns.  

 

I’ve taken a lot of space in this issue and I will try to limit that in future newsletters. Thank you for choosing St Joseph’s for your family.  There is so 
much to be proud of in our past and we are working towards a very exciting future to continue our story of providing an excep tional learning and 
growing environment for families in North Ipswich.  

 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our Parent Information Sessions next Monday evening. Come early and en joy a Sausage 
Sizzle with the family from 3:30 - 5pm with thanks to our Parents and Friends Association.  

 

The images on the following page are examples of student work that has been presented to me by excited and proud learners. I’ m sure you will 

feel as proud of these students as I do  - and most importantly, as we want them to feel about their accomplishments.   

 

Have a wonderful weekend, everyone.  

 

Best 

Nic Constable 

 



 

By Matilda in 3 Blue By Liam in 3 Blue 

By Trae–James  in 3 Blue By Lucas in 3 Blue 



 From the APRE 

St Joseph’s School Theme for 2021 

Welcome to a new school year. This is going to be a great year and I am looking forward to working with students and 
families. This year our school theme is:  

‘Ubuntu – Building Our Community Together’ 

‘Ubuntu’ is a South African word that is essentially all about togetherness and how our actions have an impact on    
others and on our society.  

 

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu said, ‘We think of ourselves far too frequently as just individuals, separated from 
one another, whereas you are connected and what you do affects the whole world. When you do well, it spreads out; 
it is for the whole of humanity’. This is exactly what Ubuntu is all about. It’s a reminder that no one is an island – every 
single thing you do, good or bad, has an effect on your family, friends and society.  

 

This year as we strive to build our community together we will focus on a different story each term. This term our story 
is ‘The Big Umbrella’ by Amy Jane Bates. You can listen to this story with your children just click on the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8g0363DaEU 

 

 

Our focus this term is on welcome.  

At St Joseph’s we welcome everyone  

under our big umbrella  

so that they feel secure, happy and included.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8g0363DaEU


 

Year 6 Leadership Day 

On Tuesday 9th February we will be commissioning our Year 6 Leaders for 2021. This is an important event as it begins 
their leadership at St Joseph’s. The Commission will begin at 9am in the Hall. Due to COVID restrictions only two    
parents from each Year 6 family are able to attend. Unfortunately, only students in Year 5 and 6 will be at the liturgy 
so that we can invite parents in and maintain our restricted number for the Hall. The Year 6 students will be engaging 
in a leadership day on Thursday the 4th February where they will begin to unpack what leadership looks like and the 

skill set a good leader has. 

 

Opening School Mass 

Our St Joseph’s Opening School Mass is being held on Thursday 11th February at 9am. This Mass will be held in the 
Hall as the Church is restricted to only 70 people. Due to COVID restrictions from the State Government the number 
of adults able to attend this Mass is limited to 25 parents. This is all that can fit once we place students and staff in 
the Hall so that the 1.5m social distance can be maintained. On Tuesday we will send out an email with a link to Try 
Booking. If you are wanting to attend the Mass you must book your place on here, once the 25 places have been         
taken the   booking will close. As this is such a small restricted number we ask that only 1 adult from a family book in 
to allow at least 25 different families to attend. This is definitely not the way we want to celebrate our Opening Mass 
however it is the only thing we can do with the restrictions in place. I am very hopeful that we will be able to have our 
whole community together soon. 

 

Shrove Tuesday 

Shrove Tuesday is 16th February. This is the day before the beginning of Lent. On this day 
the classes will focus on the meaning of this day. Shrove Tuesday is observed by        
Christians around the world. On this day Christians would eat up the rich, fatty foods they 
had at home before they began the period of fasting beginning the next day with Ash 
Wednesday. Whilst we don’t continue this practice today we do still use fatty foods to 
make up pancakes hence the day also being known as Pancake Tuesday. Each class will 
be participating in making pancakes on this day. If your child has dietary requirements 
please let the class teacher know. 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday begins Lent and this year falls on  17th 
February. We will be participating in an Ash Wednesday 
Liturgy at 9am in hall. On this day the students will     
receive a cross of ashes on their forehead. The ashes 
that are used are prepared  by burning palm leaves from 
the palm used on Palm Sunday the year before. Ash 
Wednesday is a beautiful way to remember Jesus’      
sacrifice for us and prepare us for the Easter season. 
During Lent, we remember the 40 days that Jesus spent 
in the desert. During these 40 days we pray, fast and 
give. During Lent the students will pray for a different 
person each day. They will be encouraged to give   
something up to give to others. This is not about money 
although we do collect money for the missions during 
this time instead it is about giving of yourself to others. Students might choose to do a job not asked of them, give 
their ice block money to the missions instead of eating the ice block, play with someone different one day a week, 
help a neighbour etc. 



 

Social Action Justice Committee 

Students in Years 5 and 6 are encouraged to participate in our St Joseph’s Social Action Justice Committee. This group 
of students each year take on the responsibilities of organising our fundraising programs to support Caritas and       
Vinnies and also to inform our community about Justice initiatives in our school and community. A letter will go out to 
parents shortly regarding this committee. The students who wish to participate in this group will then be                  
commissioned at a Mass on 25th February. This group is a great way for the students to give their time to support    
others. 

 

St Joseph’s School Captains 

Students in Year 6 have been invited to apply for the positions of St Joseph’s School Captains. The process requires the 
Year 6 student to submit a letter outlining why they would like to be one of our School Captains, the qualities they will 
bring to the role and also what they would like to achieve as a School Captain. Students will then be interviewed and 
after consultation with the staff three students will be selected as School Captains for Semester One.   The  process  
will then happen again for School Captains to be selected for Semester Two. We will be announcing our School       
Captains at our Opening School Mass. 

 

Year of St Joseph 

Pope Francis has declared this year is the Year of St Joseph – 8th Dec 2020 to 8th  Dec 2021. 
 
As St Joseph is our Patron Saint this provides 
us with a wonderful opportunity to pray 
with Joseph, learn about Joseph and        
celebrate. I encourage you to click on the 
link and read the    document written by 
Pope Francis about The Year of Saint Joseph 
and you will find a reflection written by 
Archbishop Coleridge.  

 
https://catholic.org.au/yearofstjoseph 
  

 
We will be participating in a range of        
activities all year. At our Opening Mass     
students will receive a special prayer card 
with a Prayer for St Joseph on it. We will be 
praying this prayer as a school every 
Wednesday throughout the year. I            
encourage families to also join us on 
Wednesdays, a copy of the prayer will be 
emailed out.  

 

Yours in Christ 

Tracy Gaddes 

https://catholic.org.au/yearofstjoseph


 



 

 

 



Choir News 

On Tuesday around 40 children from Years 5 and 6 gathered in the Music room to find out some information 
about joining our School Choir for 2021. Practices will be held at lunch time every Tuesday, and it is a condition of 
joining the Choir that members come to every rehearsal. There will be a three week trial where the children 
can experience the routine before they make their final decision. You might like to discuss this commitment with 
your child if they are considering this activity. The Choir normally is a very active group at St. Joseph ’s, perform-
ing many times during the year, so we need a committed and reliable group to create the magic of singing!  

Mrs Bianchi 

 Choir News 
 

This year our tuckshop is open 2 days a week. 

We are open  Thursday & Friday only. 

Thank you to all of the parents now ordering via Qkr! If you are unable to access Qkr!, the   tuck-

shop menu is available online on the parent portal. Alternatively, a hard copy can be picked up from 

the school office or tuckshop. 

 

 

         Are any mums, dads or grandparents able to 

help out in the tuckshop?  

We are always looking for volunteers to help us. 

We would love to have you, even if it's just for  an      

       hour  or  two  once  or  twice  a  term.  

Please contact the tuckshop if you are able to assist us in any way.  

 Tuckshop  



 

 Parish news 

 

 

Please continue to visit the Ipswich Catholic Community 

Website for all the latest newsletters and news. 

http://www.ipswichcatholic.com
http://www.ipswichcatholic.com
http://www.ipswichcatholic.com/
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